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Preamble

This document is the result of a consultative process among NEMA members and represents strategic direction to guide NEMA's participation in standardization processes.

In support of this strategy, and in recognition of the diversity of markets served by NEMA members, each Section should develop goals and objectives to meet the specific needs of its markets. Objectives and Specific Strategies includes specific strategies associated with each of the six objectives as a tool for the development of specific standardization goals by the sections.  This document supersedes the 1996 edition called Electrical Standards 2000.  
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This diagram depicts an electrical safety system recognizing the interdependence and interaction of its components (installation codes, product standards, certification, and inspection). Each element is essential to the delivery of a safer electrical system to the public. 

Objectives

The following objectives have been established in support of NEMA's mission in the areas affected by standardization:

1. Globally harmonized standards that include essential regional requirements.

2. Safer products and systems through coordinated installation codes, product standards, conformity assessment, and verification processes to the extent applicable to each industry segment.

3. Consistent and equitable conformity assessment practices without redundant testing.

4. Leadership in the development of standards for new and emerging technologies.

5. Increased NEMA member awareness of, participation in, and influence on the standardization activities impacting member products.

6. Improved operational effectiveness of all NEMA standardization processes.

Objectives & Specific Strategies

1. Globally harmonized standards that include essential regional requirements. Specific strategies may include:

a. Developing programs that promote the acceptance of NEMA member products in key markets around the world.

b. Attaining and maintaining active participation in the USNC/IEC and US/ISO management activities.

c. Supporting the development of implementation procedures for the IEC Policy on Global Relevance of IEC standards and promoting the use of the procedures to develop IEC standards.

d. Securing ANSI recognition for a greater number of NEMA standards.

e. Securing the adoption and use of North American based standards by governmental bodies.

f. Pursuing incorporation of North American standards practices by the nations of the Americas.

g. Retaining CANENA Council Secretariat.

h. Seeking COPANT endorsement for standards harmonization proposals through CANENA.

i. Establishing a network of NEMA member companies and their parents, subsidiaries, and affiliates around the world to develop and promote common positions where appropriate.

j. Establishing closer liaisons with additional regional organizations (e.g., CEN, CENELEC, ETSI) to share and monitor standards information.

k. Promoting the adoption of relevant international (IEC, ISO, etc.) standards as U.S. and North American standards.

2. Safer products and systems through coordinated installation codes, product standards, conformity assessment, and verification processes to the extent applicable to each industry segment.  Specific strategies may include:

a. Promoting the understanding that electrical systems safety depends on coordination of product standards with installation requirements regulating the electrical transmission, distribution, and premise wiring infrastructures.

b. Promoting and supporting, in cooperation with other organizations, electrical safety programs that provide increased public awareness and education.

c. Pursuing regional harmonization of electrical installation codes.

d. Actively supporting and encouraging qualified electrical inspections.

e. Pursuing and advocating the development of codes and product standards in an open and transparent consensus system worldwide.

f. Maintaining industry participation in all appropriate NFPA Code Making Panels, Technical Committees, and Technical Correlating Committees.

3. Consistent and equitable conformity assessment practices without redundant testing. Specific strategies may include:

a. Taking a proactive role with the organizations in the Americas that influence product acceptance requirements in their countries.

b. Maintaining active liaisons with UL, CSA, ANCE, EFC, CANAME, FMRC, and other similar groups.

c. Encouraging private sector agreements on conformity assessment activities for unregulated products.

d. Where appropriate, promoting acceptance of one test, with product acceptance based upon supplier's declaration of conformity or third-party certification, as determined by the marketplace.

e. Participating in the development of conformity assessment systems that affect NEMA members.

f. Encouraging participation in the IECEE CB Scheme and the IEC Ex Scheme for appropriate NEMA member products.

4. Leadership in the development of standards for new and emerging technologies. Specific strategies may include:

a. Identifying where new standards are needed and promoting their development, where appropriate.

b. Supporting new alternatives to standards for fast-moving technologies.

5. Increased NEMA member awareness of, participation in, and influence on the standardization activities impacting member products. Specific strategies may include:

a. Developing a list of benefits obtained by standardization.

b. Optimizing NEMA representation in UL STPs.

c. Sponsoring, where appropriate, additional ISO/IEC Secretariats      and Chairs.

d. Providing adequate delegate funding to support effective participation.

e. Seeking additional U.S. and industry experts to participate in      international standards activities.

6. Improved operational effectiveness of all NEMA standardization processes. Specific strategies may include:

a. Increasing consumer and user participation in the NEMA standards development process.

b. Using online collaborative authoring tools to develop standards to minimize cost and resources, and to maximize members' ability to participate.

c. Facilitating effective use of electronic communications and web-based tools (document exchange, surveys, balloting, etc.) throughout the standards development and approval process.

d. Publishing and distributing standards in electronic format.

Glossary

Strategic Planning Terms

Objective: A broad, long-range end or measurable outcome to which NEMA will direct its effort over an extended period to improve the organization's service to its members and the industry.

Standardization Process: It includes standards development, installation codes, conformity assessment (testing, certification, accreditation), and inspection/verification.

Strategy: A careful plan of action to support the objective, taking into account existing and anticipated opportunities, challenges, and resources.

Other Terms & Abbreviations

	ANCE
	Association of Electrical Standards and Certification. (Mexico)

	ANSI
	American National Standards Institute

	CANAME 
	National Chamber of Electrical Manufacturers. (Mexico)

	CANENA 
	Council for Harmonization of Electrotechnical Standards of the Nations of the Americas

	CEN 
	European Committee for Standardization

	CENELEC 
	European Committee for Electrotechnial Standardization

	CMPs 
	National Electrical Code, Code-Making Panels

	Conformity Assessment 
	A procedure that involves the evaluation of  products, processes, or services to determine the extent to which   assurance may be given that they fulfill specific requirements. These evaluations could result in manufacturer's declaration, third-party  certification, or laboratory accreditation systems.

	COPANT 
	PanAmerican Commission of Technical Standards

	CSA 
	Canadian Standards Group

	EFC 
	Electro-Federation Canada

	ETSI 
	European Telecommunications Standards Institute

	FMRC 
	Factory Mutual Research Corporation

	IEC 
	International Electrotechnical Commission

	IECEE CB Scheme 
	Worldwide scheme for the safety of electrical equipment that is based on the principle of reciprocal recognition of test results among participating national certification bodies to simplify certification at national levels.

	IEC Ex Scheme 
	Worldwide scheme for the safety of electrical equipment intended for use in explosive atmospheres that is based on worldwide acceptance of a single standard, a single certificate, and a single mark.

	ISO 
	International Standards Organization

	STP 
	Standards Technical Panel

	UL 
	Underwriters Laboratories Inc.

	USNC 
	United States National Committee

	TC 
	Technical Committee


NEMA's Vision

NEMA is the trade association of choice through which the electroindustry develops and promotes positions on standards and government regulations, and through which members acquire information on industry and market economics.

NEMA's Mission

NEMA's mission is to promote the competitiveness of its member companies by providing quality services that will impact positively on standards, government regulations, and market economics. In pursuing its mission, NEMA will:

· Provide leadership in standards development and advocate technical positions that are market relevant and in the best interests of the industry and the users of its products.

· Advocate industry positions to ensure that legislation and government regulations pertaining to members' products and operations are consistent with industry needs.

· Collect, analyze, and disseminate industry and market data.

· Promote safety in the design, manufacture, installation, and use of electrical products.

· Provide information on the industry to the media and other interested parties.

· Conduct educational forums in support of its core functions.

· Advocate the industry's interests in new and developing technologies.

About NEMA

NEMA, celebrating its 75th anniversary, is the leading trade association in the United States representing the interests of electroindustry manufacturers.  Founded in 1926 and headquartered near Washington, D.C., its 450 member companies manufacture products used in the generation, transmission and distribution, control, and end-use of electricity.  Annual shipments of these products total $100 billion. 
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