NEMA’s Codes & Standards Committee


The Committee
The Codes and Standards Committee (Committee) is composed of technically knowledgeable representatives of NEMA member companies, appointed each year by the NEMA Standards and Conformity Assessment Policy Committee (SCAPC). Committee members represent a cross-section of the broadly diversified interests and products within NEMA. The Officers of the Committee are a Chair and two to four Vice Chairs, all designated by the SCAPC.

The Committee meets about six times a year, and five members constitute a quorum.

The Officers meet between the regular Committee meetings to act upon matters of an emergency or urgent nature.  Three officers constitute a quorum.

The Officers can act on all matters except approval of NEMA standards, which requires full Committee action. An affirmative vote of a majority of the Committee members is required for NEMA standards action. All actions taken at meetings of the Officers are subject to later confirmation by the Committee.

Committee Duties
The Committee's duties are outlined in the NEMA Standardization Policies and Procedures Manual and are subject to the supervision and direction of the SCAPC. The primary duties of the Committee are:

· Ensuring the satisfactory operation of the technical work of the Association in the development of technical standards, rules, codes, specifications, or other regulations, both within the Association and in cooperation with other organizations, except as such authority is assigned to another NEMA Committee or Council.

· Appointment of  representatives of the Association to act with outside bodies in connection with the development of standards, rules, codes and regulations of outside bodies and supervising and correlating the work of such representatives.

· Authorization and appointment of, and supervising  the work of Joint Committees of Subdivisions on technical matters, and notification of  the Chair of each interested Subdivision when a Joint Committee has been appointed to consider any technical matter of interest to such Subdivision.

· Approval, of all standards, bulletins, and other technical documents to be issued and published as NEMA documents and related communications (web site pages, videos, etc.). 

· Approval of all explanatory data and information of a technical or engineering nature to be issued as Authorized Engineering Information.

· Recommending the format of standards.

· Advising the SCAPC on the allocation to, and recommending to the SCAPC a formula for the allocation to, the various subdivisions of the costs of all Codes and Standards projects.

Additional Duties
In addition to the primary duties, the Committee has the following additional duties, also subject to supervision of the SCAPC, which include:

· Monitor proposed electrical statutes and ordinances and proposed changes in existing electrical statutes and ordinances.

· Stress to all parties that sponsor new or revised electrical statutes or ordinances in any state or municipality that all branches of the industry should take part in preparing and advocating or opposing such legislation; also stress to all parties that unduly restrictive legislation is unwise for the public and the industry.

· Consider other regulatory actions or proposed actions of law-making bodies which might affect the welfare of the electrical manufacturing industry, or product groups thereof.

· Support uniform adoption nationwide of the latest edition of the National Electrical Code®.

· Support harmonization of electrotechnical product & conformity assessment standards on a regional or international basis in accordance with the expressed wishes of the affected NEMA subdivisions.

Committee Activities
The most important function of the  Committee is to review for approval and appropriate action all proposed standards, reports, or technical documents which are to be issued as representing NEMA positions. After a NEMA Subdivision has approved a standard by letter ballot, the proposed standard is reviewed by the Committee to ensure that it has been  coordinated with other NEMA standards, and that it conforms with NEMA policies and applicable laws.

If the Committee determines that another NEMA Subdivision is interested in the proposed standard, it may refer the proposed standard to the other Subdivisions for comment prior to approval.  NEMA Counsel and NEMA staff shall determine that the proposed standard conforms with NEMA policy and applicable laws before it is presented to the Committee.

If no Subdivision objects, the Committee may approve the standard. If there is dissent, negative comments must be addressed by the Section originating the proposed standard prior to resubmittal to the Committee. The Committee may authorize formation of a Joint Sections Committee, comprising representatives of the sponsoring section and other sections having interest. The Committee states the issue(s) to be resolved, establishes the scope of the activity and of the Joint Sections Committee, appoints the Chair of the Joint Sections Committee, and, upon recommendation from the concerned Sections, appoints Joint Sections Committee representatives from those Sections. 

Another major responsibility of the Committee is the designation of personnel to represent NEMA on technical committees working with other standards developing organizations, thereby insuring adequate representation and proper consideration of the diversified interests of electrical manufacturers. Appointments are usually, but not necessarily, made upon the recommendation of a NEMA Subdivision. (See Committe policy for duties of representatives to outside bodies.) 

When a ballot is issued by an outside committee on which NEMA is represented (or more rarely, a joint committee between NEMA and other organizations), the NEMA representa-tives shall submit their voting recommendations to the Committee. The Committee shall submit the recommendation to interested NEMA Sections for their input and recommendations to the Committee. With this guidance, the Committee issues official voting instructions to the NEMA representatives who shall vote only in accordance with NEMA voting  instructions.

The Committee may also be assigned special duties by the Board of Governors or the SPC, may determine NEMA's interest in the standardization work being undertaken by an outside body, and may decide what outside organizations NEMA should cooperate with in the development of a particular standard. 
Member Duties


The Committee looks to its members for expert opinion and guidance on matters within their technical expertise, though it is important to remember that Committee members are appointed to represent the technical best interests of NEMA as a whole, and not of particular Subdivisions or members.

Members are expected to be active members. To most effectively serve the Committee and NEMA, members shall review agenda items in advance of the meeting. Particular attention should be paid to those agenda items on which they are most knowledgeable and most qualified to lead the discussion, and obtain background from their Subdivisions to aid the Committee in making decisions.

From time to time members may be selected to serve on standing Subcommittees or be assigned certain subjects for investigation and report at the next meeting of the Committee. Usually such assignments will concern subjects about which members have special expertise or interest.

Committee members are appointed by the SPC  for annual terms, generally upon recommendation by the Committee Nominating Committee, appointed by the Chair. In making these recommendations, the Nominating Committee considers individuals' interests, experience, and availability, and also attempts to ensure that the Committee continues to represent a cross-section of NEMA products and interests. When considering members for additional terms, participation during the previous years is also considered.
Do's AND Don'ts 
· DON'T put off review of agenda material until the day of the meeting.

· DON'T limit comment and participation to matters of narrow Subdivision interest.

· Do be an active member. Attend regularly and participate in the committee's deliberations.

· DO consider subject matter from the standpoint of NEMA as a whole.
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